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Gwydir Valley Models

E asyD CC The Easiest to use DCC system

Now with Zonemaster 7 Amp Boosters

FAST TRACKS Easy to build Turnouts

Tsunami2 Digital Sound Decoders
WOW sound from TCS
DCC Accessories
Blackstone HOn3 Models
Hold & Fold Etch Tools
Irdot Infrared Detectors
Centreline Rail Cleaners
Micro-engineering HON3 Track
Rail, Joiners & Points
Kadee Couplers

O Scale 7mm
sleepers &
point stock

Ph: 02 6732 5711
PO Box 740 « Glen Innes

Soundtraxx continues their
legacy of innovative products
with Tsunam2, a brand new line
of digital sound decoders that
have more sounds, smoother
operation and some completely
new ways to do more with your
trains. The word is “operation”
with three braking methods,
the best ever Dynamic Digital
Exhaust for both Steam and
Diesel versions, and oodles (yes
oodles) of amazing new sounds
and effects. The first Functional
Brake, Equalizer - and a whole
lot more. Soundtraxx has been
leading the way in sound for
your railway for over 25 years.

Game Changer [

Tsunami2 Features

* 32-Bit processor capable of 16
simultaneous sound channels

* Flex-Map technology allows
mapping any function to any

function key
* Hyperdrive2 motor control

« Adjustable Reverb

« Built in Equilizer

« 20+ Different Lighting Effects

» Steam Diesel and Electric
versions with multiple
selections in each decoder

» Over 60 whistles, over 40

Think you’ve heard it all?
Visit our
website
today.

From

SOUNDTRAXX

NSW . 2370
www.gwydirvalleymodels.com

Aus7 Modellers Group Award.

The executive team are now
seeking nominations for this
years award.
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Straight Down the Line - Opinion

by Trevor Hodges

Tomorrow’s Always Sunday

Some people have a great deal of personal discipline; go to the gym every day,
eat only macrobiotic, grain-fed, nut burgers and always have their Christmas
shopping finished by October. Well not me! I've never been good with personal
organisation, this in spite of working for 35 years in a career that required me to
work to period bells, timetables and surrounded by colleagues who all seemed to
be better organised than me. People have sometimes asked me how | get so
much modeling done and my secret has always been routine; | made a habit of
sitting down for about an hour almost every night and doing a bit of modeling. A
bit like compound interest, this builds up over time. However this is a long way
from being organised; routine is what lazy people like me use to replace the
need to be organised. Most of us don’t like change but lazy people are especially
adverse to it because change spoils their long established routines requiring
them to establish new ones!

While this one hour a day routine operated ok while | was working, since retiring
| seem to have fallen out of the habit of doing an hour’s modeling every night
and because tomorrow is always Sunday | can get away with thinking to myself,
‘I can always do it tomorrow”. Well | can attest that it tends not to get done
tomorrow because I've discovered a couple of other hobbies and passions that |
now have the time to indulge and these all eat into my modeling time. | really do
need to establish a routine that works for retirement similar to the one that
worked during my working life if | ever hope to work my way through that pile of
un-built rolling stock kits.

Now while deadlines and | have generally parted company since | gave up full
time work, I've discovered that they do have their uses and this has emerged as
some local modelers and | have gradually set about establishing an operations
group. We gather at each other’s homes on the first Wednesday of the month,
bring a model for show and tell and operate our layouts. We don'’t just run some
trains, we actually operate them to any method the owner chooses to institute on
his layout. These gatherings grew out of the turnout building meetings | held at
my home in the first half of 2019. When we’d finished building the turnouts we
just kept meeting and the first Wednesday of each month seemed to work for
everyone. We've decided that we need to name our group as this helps give us
an identity but haven’t yet settled on a title. As we all live quite close to the NSW/
Qld border I've suggested the Borderline Operators but this hasn’'t been
universally embraced ©

How an operations group evolved from a turnout building group is quite simple:
when we turned up to one of the group member’s home (where he has a
medium sized HO layout) on the first Wednesday in April he handed us a hand
controller each and said something to the effect of “I want to run an operating
session today”. As | drove home after a couple of very enjoyable hours shunting
wagons | thought to myself, “why couldn’t | run something similar at my place the
next time we gather there?” The simple answer to this question is, there’s
nothing stopping me from doing so. So I've spent the past few weeks working on
preparations for this visit by building a couple or rolling stock kits and I've also
commenced installing a handrail on the stairs leading up to my second floor
layout room. While | suppose this doesn’t really count as working on the layout
I've been putting off installing a handrail on these stairs for two years in spite of
the fact that they’re really needed. Far be it from me to suggest that modelers
tend to be on the older end of the age spectrum but none of us is getting any
younger. Without the spur of setting myself the challenge of running some form
of operating session on the first Wednesday in June the layout probably wouldn’t
have been looked at and the stair handrail certainly wouldn’t have been installed.
Rolling stock kits aren’t on my list of favourite modeling tasks but those kits
aren’t going to build themselves and my layout disparately needs more goods
vehicles. But a key difference brought about by these regular gatherings is that
the building of these kits goes from the “it'd be nice to have some >>>16
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The three major building fronts
have now been completed, but it
actually proved to be a fairly
length process. All the 3D printed
windows were air-brushed and
installed into the brick paper cov-
ered walls. The windows were a
press fit but they will be finally
secured in place when the win-

windows. | did strike one prob- |

lem, a classic case of: “It seemed ‘ ‘
like a good idea at the time.” In

fact it was a complete failure.

Both the Pitt Son & Badgery and =
Goldsborough buildings are iden- F=

tified with three dimensional let-
tering at the top of the building.
The 3D printer was again put to
good use producing these letters

which were subsequently air |

brushed and affixed to the build-
ings. However the Australian
Mercantile Fire and Land building
represented a different challenge
as, based upon viewing of the
available photographs, the build-
ing name was presumably added
using the services of a sign-
writer. O.K. That meant no need
to produce letters with the aid of

print them on the normal ink jet
printer? Unfortunately that was

not going to work as they hadto “

be white. After some thought |
decided a solution might be pos-
sible if | made a stencil, using the
printer to accurately print the let-
ters, which could then be held in
place whilst the air brush was
used to achieve the “sign-writing”.
Sound good eh? What could pos-
sibly go wrong?

As it turned out; everything, It just didn’t
work. The end result was a complete
disaster. In addition to the tedious task of
cutting out all the individual letters from
thick paper, the attempts to glue them
temporarily in place were unsuccessful
with paint seeping through to provide a
totally unsuccessful outcome as can be
seen in the following photograph

dows are glazed with tinted plas- . - - _
tic sheet glued to the inside of the §

Obviously a very different approach was
. It finally dawned on me that
there might be a better way. It might not
be possible to print white letters but |
could print a “hole” in the brick paper
which would effectively be “white”. The
screen-grab gives some idea of the con-
cept when using Microsoft Publisher to

int the brick lete with letter-
the 3D printer; maybe | could just print the brick paper complete with fetier

The printed sections, including both
the brick pattern and the lettering,
where then placed over the previous
poor effort as shown in the lead pho-
tograph above. They were subse-
quently glued in place to achieve a
satisfactory result.

The target.
Just running a train was never the
sole objective when construction
of this layout was commenced.
The goal was always the creation
and completion of a small layout

~ with real visual impact which

would encourage memories by
representing a tiny, but significant
portion of Sydney’s Darling Har-
bour goods yard. The operation of
trains in an urban environment
had always fascinated me. The
ongoing construction which has
stretched some of my skills con-
tinues to be most enjoyable;
hopefully you are also enjoying
the journey as the progress con-
tinues.

John R B Parker
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The wiring diagram for module 3 is
shown in the adjacent column.

Whilst completing this | exhausted
my stock of ribbon cable and also
found | needed an additional 8 way
terminal box. After placing the or-
ders online the necessary waiting
time gave me an opportunity to pro-
gress some of the other scenic ele-
ments, in particular the buildings on

Switches
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module 3. wJ= oo Il

An early photograph in Part 3 of this | & = g

series showed a number of card- 15.28; fa —d

board mock-ups including the dou- | &{[Sim |

ble deck goods shed. The laser cut | 70—t

front of the Goldsbrough Mort build- = T _
ing has now been turned into the s 5 ol
finished building so it is time to com- R — S — e ‘
plete the other buildings commenc- é 2 s o
ing with the significant goods shed. i -
A sheet of 2.7 mm premium ply-

wood' 1200 x 810 mm was pur- o

chased from that significant hard-
ware store at a very reasonable
price permitting the start of the con-
struction of the final version of this
building. Space restrictions have
limited the building to only the first
47 scale feet in length and the rear
of the layout restricts the depth of
the building by 50%. Even with
these restrictions it is still fairly large
and it certainly provides an effective
‘view block’ at the right hand end of
the layout.

This 2.7mm plywood is an excellent
construction material for large build-
ings such as this as it is both light
and stable. Two moderately priced =
Ryobi power tools, the band saw? ¥
and the bench grinder® were put to b
good use in ensuring accurate and I
repeatable cuts as the buildings
were assembled. Regular PVA
wood working glue was used to per-
manently join the component parts.
Some indication of this progress can
be seen in this under construction

Note that wiring runs
underneath both PBAs

NCE Minipanel

Main Bus A

photograph.

Main Bus B

rail. Other connections

not shown.

Typical connection to
individual sections of

(as viewed from underneath-not to scale)

Wiring Diagram Module Three

Input

from

DCC
System




The building required windows
which appear along the side of the
corrugated iron clad building. Once
again my 3D printer came to the
rescue producing suitable items
which were a modified version of a
window available from the enor-
mous range of items on the Thingi-
verse website* There is no signifi-
cance in the colour of the windows
shown above. | just happened to
have been using the gold coloured
filament in the printer on a previous
job. The windows will ultimately be
air brushed a suitable grey colour.
The goods shed included roof top
mounted ventilators along the top
of the building to allow the escape
of smoke from the locomotives and
also improve ventilation. These
vents were constructed from an-
gled slats, construction of which in
model form can be very time con-
suming. Was there something suit-
able available on Thingiverse? As
it turned out there was but it was
much larger® having being de-
signed as replacement floor vent
for in house heating systems. Us-
ing the free Cura 3D slicing soft-
ware it was a simple matter to
scale down the vent and then print
multiple copies which were subse-
quently glued together to produce
the final vent which after painting
was glued in position.

TN ’é’ !

The roadway which provides access
to the first floor level of the goods
shed was also constructed from ply-
wood and glued to the long girders
which supported its length. These
were in turned mounted on brick pa-
per covered columns cut, using the
band-saw, from offcuts of the same
50 mm extruded foam used else-
where in this construction. The side
“brick” walls that are visible in the in-

=

progress photograph were similarly
constructed from pla/wood covered in
another brick paper™ All of these fea-
tures will require further weathering.
Prior to adding the corrugated iron
cladding which would complete the
double deck goods shed | decided to
move on to the collection of small ra-
ther nondescript small buildings that
nestle between the track under the
roadway. All of the model versions will
be compressed slightly in depth to fit
within this somewhat ‘squeezed’ lay-
out. Hopefully that will add to the at-
mosphere. The most significant and
interesting of these buildings is the
tiny Murray Street signal box. | decid-
ed to use the Model O kits Concrete
Signal Box” as the starting point. This
is a great little kit and if built according
to the instructions goes together very
simply. Of course my desired modifi-
cations took a little longer as | had to
remove about half of it, shorten the
depth and add an elevated floor and
steps at the right hand end, but it was
still a fun little kit. The only problem
was the interior,- where would | find
suitable point levers and other internal
fittings?



| stumbled upon a well-respected
U.K. supplier, SevernModels who
had exactly what was requwed 015
Signal Box Fittings®. This is an excel-
lent little etched brass kit which can
be easily assembled and painted.
The kit which has more point levers
and gauges than | am likely to use in
this application even includes a hand
operated wheel for opening and clos-
ing nearby level crossing gates. In-
credibly early photographic evidence
confirms that this Murray Street
crossing had folding gates in its early
years of operation although they had
long since been abandoned by the
mid 50’s, the period in which this
layout is set. Construction of this sig-
nal box is now well underway alt-
hough the interior has yet to be in-
stalled. The photograph below gives
an indication when compared to the
original. The building shown along-
side has not yet been tackled due
mainly to the very limited infor-
mation | have been able to find. |
think the last word is “Ltd” but
what is the rest of the signage?
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The small photograph on the previ-
ous page of this motley collection
of buildings shows also a signifi-
cant bracket signal. Obviously this
had to be included, so some time
ago | ordered one from Shape-
ways, a selection from the exten-
sive range available from Ray Pil-
grim’s Signal Branch. Maybe it
would be the only signal on the
layout? It arrived within a couple of
weeks and had been safely stored
until it was needed.

;n"

Where do you get it?

1. 2.7mm 1200 x 810mm Project Panel
Bunnings Warehouse
2. Ryobi 350W 230 mm Bandsaw
Bunnings Warehouse
3. Ryobi 370W Belt & Disc Sander
Bunnings Warehouse
4. Industrial Window
https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:470285
5. Flair vent cover 4 x 10
https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:2843088
6. 7 foot Brick Wall
http://
www.modelrailwayscenery.com/2014/12/7t
-red-brick-wall-0-7mm-143/
7. Concrete Signal Box Building
https://modelokits.com/

8. 015 Signal Box Kit

https://severnmodels.com/
9. Shapeways Signal Branch

https://www.shapeways.com/shops/
signalsbranch.

Last week | got it out and attempted to
position it on the layout prior to drilling
the mounting hole. Oops! | goofed. |
had ordered the LH version rather the
RH version required. A replacement
has been ordered, but this is going to
prove to be an expensive piece of in-
frastructure. | guess at least Ray will
be pleased.

...to be continued .




ON THE MOVE AGAIN.  Peton hrause

In early 2017 it became apparent that, for personal reasons, | would be needing to move to a new
house in the foreseeable future. Given the health issues that | encountered as a result of an earlier
move | was somewhat apprehensive about having to do it all over again.

From a modelling perspective | had to give consideration to the fate of my two O scale layouts,
“Saddlersfield” a 7mm layout based on NSW prototype and another 1:48 scale layout based on a
Queensland prototype.

Fortunately, both layouts had been built in modular form, so | set about modifying the wiring with plug
links between the modules and other necessary modifications so that the two layouts could be taken
apart relatively easily (or so | thought - in reality it was still a difficult exercise) and be placed into
storage until | had a new home for them. Special thanks to Anthony Veness for his assistance in moving
the layout modules to the storage unit.

Once a contract was signed for the sale of my previous property, | was then in a position to start
looking for a new abode. Finding one with a suitable shed for an O scale modeller proved to be a “find
a needle in a haystack” exercise. The only property that met the shed requirements came with a sub-
standard house so in the end | settled on a place with a comfortable house with room for an
appropriate shed and, knowing that | would be adding a shed, within my budget for a house and a
shed.

As my new abode did not have undercover car accommodation, | therefore decided that in addition to
my proposed 12m X 6m shed | would also incorporate a double garage accessing a designated road
corridor at the rear of my property. While not yet a formed road it is regularly used by locals.

An application to the local Council was initially knocked back because they deemed the shed/garage to
be too big for the property but then advised that payment of an $810.00 fee would then make the size
of the shed acceptable for the property. Then, because | already had a vehicle access to my property
via the street at the front of my property, | was hit with another fee to have access to my property
from a road that technically did not exist. Once | pointed out that they were charging me to access
their non-existent road, | then received an enquiry asking if | wished to proceed with the project as
there was no vehicle access. My response was a bit more subtle but was along the lines of which part
of the primary use of the shed is to house a model railway (as was clearly stated on the original
application) needed clarification. Approval was finally forthcoming.

The concrete slab was poured soon after Council approval was received. At this point | realised that
there was a risk of stormwater runoff entering the shed unless | replaced an existing wooden retaining
wall with something that would divert the water around the shed. The concreter had a mate who had a
landscaping business and the landscaper was able to come up with an appropriate solution which was
installed over a weekend while | was away attending the New England Model Railway Convention in
Armidale.

The shed went up without any problems apart from the heat and then the electricians installed power,
air conditioning and a solar power system. The shed was ready for use. By this stage | only had a week
left on the lease on the storage shed that they layout was stored in, so it was all systems go to get it
emptied so | did not incur another month’s rent.

| was now in a position to start planning for and starting the installation to the two layouts. |
determined that | had a clear 11.6m X 3.7m for Saddlersfield and came up fairly quickly with a
conceptual plan which is essentially a fiddle yard (representing Glen Innes) to the original Saddlersfield
modules, then via an extension to Saddlersfield (to accommodate the stockyards and meatworks) to a
“Wallangarra” style of terminus. There would be a link from just before “Wallangarra” to the fiddle
yard to provide a continuous run. A turntable is proposed to allow locomotives from the fiddle yard and
from “Wallangarra” to be turned without having to resort to an 0-5-0 switcher.

The overall shed size for trains is 11.6m X 5.6m leaving 11.6m X 1.9m for the Queensland layout. It has
a footprint of 9.15m X 0.8m so fits in OK. More about it in a future article.
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| decided to make a sub-frame to sit the Saddlersfield modules on. These have been made from L
girders using 70x35 and 70x19 pine. They seem to be more than adequate for the task. The initial
section along the 11.5m back wall was installed first with the assistance of Trevor Hodges and his laser
leveller (and he didn’t forget the tripod!!!). | will use this method for the whole 11.6m X 3.7m area and
make the additional layout baseboard modules to suit.

| had decided to modify the electrics for point operation while | was re-installing the layout. This
involves replacing the existing push button and relay switch with Tam Valley Depot’s Turtle Stall Motor



Drivers and Fascia Controllers. This will allow me to operate the points either via the Fascia Controllers
or through my DCC system.

While not holding up installation to do so, | have
decided to upgrade all the points on the existing
Saddlersfield layout to be DCC friendly and replace
the coarse scale Old Pullman frogs with fine scale
ones using the Fast Tracks Point Form Jigs. All points
installed on the additional parts of the layout will be
of that standard prior to installation except in the
fiddle yard for which | will use Peco track and points.

| succeeded in getting the original Saddlersfield up

and running late PM on Tuesday 5 March, spurred on
by the knowledge that | had some friends calling in

on the Wednesday morning. Nothing like a deadline
to spur one on to finishing something.

| am yet to firm up on an actual track plan for
“Wallangarra” (I may not use that actual name - depends on how accurate a representation that | can
achieve) and the fiddle yard. The sizes of the baseboards are a known, | will leave the design until the
base boards are built and then work it out in the actual space. There is about 6m X 0.6m available for the
fiddle yard and about 8m X 0.6m for “Wallangarra”. There will be a dividing backscene between the two
sections.

The turntable is yet to be decided upon. | have a CIL turntable on the existing Saddlersfield layout, but |
am yet to achieve satisfactory performance from it, but | will persevere with it at this stage in the hope
that someone comes up with a satisfactory solution. | am currently leaning towards an Atlas turntable for
the fiddle yard/”Wallangarra” area if | can locate one at a reasonable price. While they do not look like
any NSW turntable, its location on the layout is essentially out of the general view so | am comfortable
that it would not detract from the overall layout. They are a scarce commodity at the moment. | know
there are some potential operational problems with this turntable, but | have been provided with a
solution so am comfortable that it would be a reliable performer with some modification. There is a
rumour that Atlas are re-releasing their O scale turntable sometime this year - here’s hoping.

My plan is to have all the base boards in place and the continuous run operating this year and | will leave
“Wallangarra” until last. Scenery will happen once | get everything running satisfactorily.
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A 7mm SCALE NSWGR FAST ELECTRIC PARCEL VAN

R Comenjond

It has long been a dream of mine to imitate the sights
and sounds of a FEPV and a suburban set running
at the old Rockdale AMRA club rooms.

The models may well have belonged to Norm Read.

| have finished the FEPV; whether | have the energy
to make a 4 car set remains to be seen.

The FEPV will require a sound decoder of some sort
eventually. Part of the thrill of those models at
Rockdale was the clatter of the skate imitating in my
mind the sounds | heard from trackside years before.

My model is made mainly from styrene; 60 thou
(1.5mm) for the chassis and 40 thou (1mm) for the
body. The purchased parts are the motor from China,
gears from Ultrascale, pantograph from Judith Edge,
driving wheels from Peartree, non-powered wheels
from Easybuild, chain and sprocket drive from the
UK, couplers are S scale dummies, torpedo vents
from an Australian supplier. Decals are supplied by
Ted Freeman.

Not having a scale plan | built the model by doubling
measurements taken from a Bergs Hobbies HO
model.

The body was built as a hollow shell with a shaped
balsa roof glued on top. The sides were assembled
from 7 sections to allow the doors to be inset. The
ends were made from 3 sections (photo1).

The balsa was 3 layers of 5mm plank from my model
aircraft box (photo 2).

The sides and ends had lengths of 8mm square tube
glued circa 1.5mm from the bottom to allow the
chassis to sit inside the body (photo 3).

The chassis floor was made from 2 pieces of 1.5mm
as | did not have a piece long enough. The chassis
rails are represented by lengths of 6mm styrene
square tube (as that's what | had in the box). They
provide real support to the chassis.

The underframe details were roughed in with scrap
balsa and styrene from the respective parts bins
(photo 4).

The bogies frames were once again made from
1.5mm styrene. They were spaced off the floor by
use of a few small squares of the same material; 3
strips on the body and 3 or 4 built up on top of the
bogies until my coupler height gauge said stop.
Pickups were added with 20 thou p/b wire soldered
to small strips of pc board superglued to each side of
the bogie. They bear on the wheel treads.
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This time | tried gluing the motor with hot melt. It
lasted about 4 hours of flat out running in the sun
before the motor departed from the hot melt. | have
gone back to the ‘handy hardware’ clear silicone as
| did on my last motor install. It is not that | can’t
afford a gearbox, it is just so much easier to install
the chain drive to the other driven axle if one is not
present (photo 5).

| decided to experiment with some cardboard on
this model. | thought the steps might be less likely
to break with the sort of handling they get if built out
of that material rather than styrene. | also built the
bogie sideframes from the same material. | had in
mind to have a go at a loco built totally from
cardboard ‘a la’ John Fownes (Cardboard John) so
this was in part a refresher course. John is not a
fan of using Shellac and although | did on these
bits, the jury is out on its use for any further
building. | used a plan of the bogies enlarged to
7mm scale glued to the cardboard and cut out the
basic outline with a drill, knife and files. Most of the
detail is built up with various thicknesses of card
but the trailing bogie uses some parts from 0-Aust
white metal axleguards (photo 6)

The pantograph is a Judith Edge kit, the ventilators
white metal castings from the spares box and all
other details are from scrap styrene and jumper
wire. The roof is covered in masking tape although |
was in a hurry and did not cut all strips to 3’ wide as
| should but just adjusted the widths to fit on a
couple of them (photo 7).

The body is painted in Vallejo 70.957 flat red over
Tamiya neutral Grey as | was seeking a freshly
painted Tuscan Red to which | will add some light
weathering at some time. Vallejo flat black and
aluminium were used where appropriate. An
overspray of semi gloss clear before and after the
application of Ted’s decals, then | installed some
windows from old shirt box plastic with water based
Quik-Grip.

The finished model will have a decoder fitted after a
trip to show a friend at Mortdale. It might not go
through the points but should run along a stretch of
plain track (photo 8).







Model O Kits TRC Refrigerated Van - Review

Roger Porter

Prototype Notes.

During the early 50’s, the NSWGR took delivery of 260
steel bodied refrigerator vans. These new TRC vans
replaced the earlier timber bodied MBC vans. The new
vans carried 2 tonnes of ice distributed via 8 hatches
along the length of the van’s roof, differing from the earlier
vans which were equipped with ice hatches at the ends
only.

The TRC vans were fitted with 2BR “ride control” bogies
of 5’-9” wheelbase which allowed them to be operated on
express, passenger, and mail train workings. The
comprehensive instructions
supplied with the kit provides
details of the various van
manufacturers and the
corresponding road numbers.

Assembling The Kit.

The Model “O” Kit's TRC van
has introduced a method of
construction with which | have
had no previous experience,
and | must confess to having
some initial reservations. But
my first concerns were
completely unfounded. The
components of this kit have
been produced with a level of
precision and exactness that is
truly a revelation. The basic
acrylic box structure provides
a perfect base for the etched
cladding. The body sides, the
ceiling, the roof, the ends and
the underframe all fit together
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perfectly, without any filing (or filling ) being required.
How often have we all struggled and cursed when
attempting to assemble a kit whose sides, roof,
underframe etc were all of different lengths. That won’t
happen here.

Internal Support Structure.

The acrylic “box” was the first place to start. The 6
panels that comprise the box were indexed together
with a type of slot-and-tab, and fitted together perfectly




without any clean up or filing being required. The “box”
provides a perfectly straight and square base structure
for the subsequent attachment of the etched sides and
3-D printed ends.

The instructions recommend using Araldite to assemble
the box, but that was not my preference, finding Araldite
to be messy and with limited working time in some
applications. A couple of test pieces were made from
scrap, using both MEK and Humbrol plastic cement,
and in both cases the material failed before the
adhesive, so MEK was used .

Cast Ends and Flat Ceiling.

The 3-D printed ends and the flat etched ceiling panel
(etch No. 5) fitted perfectly to the acrylic box. In this
case, Araldite was used to attach the ends,

but contact cement used for the etched flat

ceiling panel. Refer to the following
paragraphs for the use of contact cement.

Etched Body Side Cladding.

When dry-fitted to the acrylic box, the
etched body side panels fitted perfectly, with
no gaps or overhangs at the corners or
edges. This is shown by the photo’s of the
completed van, the corners of which have
not been retouched. The precision is to be
applauded.

The body side etches were noted to have a
slight curvature across their width, but this is
not a problem and is easily corrected. My
concern was that the direction of the curve
was tending to lift the edges of the etch off

the box. By rolling a piece of broomstick pressed into a
pad of foam, a very slight reverse curve was made, the
direction of which tended to press the long edges of the
etch into the box.

However | wasn’'t sure about the recommendation of
Araldite to attach the large etched body sides to the box.
Its a large area to evenly apply a thin even coat of
Araldite, and | could easily imagine the 5 minute Araldite
“going off” at one end whilst | was still “buttering” the
other end. I'm also not sure about 24 Hr Araldite, as it has
too much “slip” for too long, and is difficult to clamp.

So for attaching the etched body sides | used Selley’s
Kwik Grip, sold as a gel in a tin. Of course, a successful
test sample was made first. A thin and even coat of Kwik
Grip was applied to the acrylic box only, not to the brass




etch. This gave plenty of working time, and the etched
body side was easily fitted to the box with an almost
instant “grab”, but paradoxically just enough “slip” to
ensure accurate positioning. So successful was the use
of Kwik Grip that it was used for several other
components on this kit. My only concern is that there
may be a differential in the temperature co:efficient of
expansion between the acrylic and brass, causing the
sides to “pop off” in the future. Beware when departing
from the kit manufacturer’s recommendations.

Roof Assembly

The roof assembly can be tricky, and requires some
patience. It's difficult to add to the detailed instructions.
When bending the main roof panel, part no 4, bend the
centre ridge line first. If you’re brave, run down the fold
line with the back of a knife to help achieve a sharp crisp
centre fold. Then using a 6 to 8 mm rod as a mandrel,
bend the outer edges just a little bit at a time, lining up
the centre fold on the peak of the end casting for a
reference.

Underframe and Bogies.

The brass and acrylic components
of the underframe assembled
easily, and the completed
underframe fitted perfectly ( of
course ) between the ends of the
carbody. However, the acrylic
coupler mounting blocks, part No.s
L and M were left off at this stage
until the coupler mounting height
can be determined, in case surgery
is required. This is best done when
the van is mounted on its bogies on
the track. As it happened, only a
piece of 0.020" styrene packing
was necessary to achieve the
correct coupler mounting height.

Waratah and Protocraft couplers
will go straight on, but Kadees may
require some modifications to the
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underframe. Also, the chain
mounting block, acrylic part
no.”0” may require relieving
to clear the wheel during
bogie swing. This is more
easily done before fitting part
“O” to the underframe.

The bogies assembled easily,
but this was one application
where | thought that Araldite
was best for attaching the
side frames to the bolster. But
| elected to not fit the brake
shoes, which clearly required
a lot of effort to fit. On a
completed van they are
largely behind the side frames
and are almost invisible
amongst the dark paint tones.

The underframe brake
equipment is a good
representation of the
prototype and is a great
advancement on the naked brake cylinder and air tank
often supplied with kits.

Painting.

For this model, it was decided to complete all of the
painting prior to fitting any of the smaller detail items,
such as the ladders and door hinges. This was prompted
out of concern for my ability to paint and touch-up the
door hinges when fitted to the model. It was decided to
paint all of the small detail parts whilst they were still
attached to the etch, after which they can be snipped off
and attached to the finish painted model.

The first coat on the body was Tamiya Primer from a
spray can. It has a fine spray and provides a good base
for the following colour coats, and high-lights any
imperfections and glue smudges that can be attended to
before final coats. The colour coats were airbrushed with
“Railey Paints Industrial Silver”. This paint sprays easily,
sticks on well, and quickly dries to a nice satin / low
sheen finish.




All of the detail parts were now fitted, after having
painted them black whilst still attached to the etch, and
everything fitted as it was meant to without any
problems. The timber roof walks were dipped into a
very dilute solution of black drawing ink in water.

The aim when weathering this model was to try to
produce an understated finish that had been lightly
weathered, but didn’t look as if it had been weathered.
Tamiya paint was used for the weathering, using about
20 % paint to 80% lIsocol thinners. Just a few light
passes of dark grey were applied to the roof, and even
fewer

passes of mud / beige applied to the lower body sides
and bogies. The lighting during photographing makes
a great difference to the appearance of weathering,
every photo in this article was taken outside in full
natural sunlight which seems to dilute the effect of the
weathering.

Summary

The Model “O” kits TRC van is a complex kit and sets a
new standard for component accuracy and ease of
assembly. The fabrication of the roof gutters is the only
part that could be challenging, but patience will be
rewarded by a very fine model. Initially it was thought
that this was not a kit for a beginner, but such is the
precision of the components that a moderately
experienced modeller can produce a very nice model.

The model is correct in all major dimensions, and tips
the scales at 490 gms, which is slightly heavier than the
NMRA recommendation of 350 gms, and the Gauge O
Guild figure of 275 gms. However the model rolls very
freely and makes a fine addition to a 7 mm train.

The kit was purchased by the reviewer at the listed
price of $275.
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TRC Notes Paul Chisholm

| am in total agreement with Roger about the standard of this kit but to make a great model even better the
following may be of interest to those unfamiliar with the prototype.

Colour. The kit instructions specify silver for the van body and this is correct. Don’t be misled by the photograph of
the first van which was apparently painted white, probably by the builders - Tulloch Ltd. for photographic
purposes, and in keeping with the MRC vans. No doubt this van was soon repainted silver and as far as can be
determined this was the colour of subsequent deliveries. Also the treatment of the underframe in black does not
seem to have been universally followed. Some photographs seem to show that the silver was carried down to the
underframe sides and across the buffer beam area which on the first van was painted black.

Regardless of what colours they were painted the in service colour is best described as “grime”. | don’t think | ever
saw a clean one although | am sure they must have existed. Although they are small there are two colour
photographs in the publication “Remember When” by D.J. Rogers A.R.H.S.- pages 78 and 94 that give some idea.

Buffers. Photographs of the first van show it without buffers which | am sure must have been fitted later and to
those that followed as the vans were intended to run with screw coupled passenger rolling stock. Only when screw
couplers were eliminated would the buffers be dispensed with. Cammel style buffers as sold by Waratah would be
correct and if you are going to fit them it would be best to drill out the holes in the ends before assembly.

Couplers. When a TRC and a screw coupled vehicle were marshalled together an Alliance link coupling led from
the van’s knuckle coupler to the draw hook on the other vehicle. Once again Waratah working or dummy knuckle
couplers equipped with transition links would be correct.

An interesting operational requirement which it might be fun to observe was that if the locomotive was fitted with
screw drawgear the TRC was to be placed at the rear of the trailing brake van and behind the engine when it was
equipped with automatic couplers.

This policy had an unfortunate outcome on Wednesday 28th January 1970 when all ten vehicles of the Up North
Coast Malil left the rails at West Ryde Station resulting in the death of one passenger and injuries to thirty five
others. The derailment was found to have been caused by a broken axle on a TRC van marshalled behind the 44
class locomotive.

References
Australian Model Railway Magazine. May/June 1981 and June 1986
The Sun Newspaper. Wednesday January 28, 1970

Commercial News

Trevor Hodges
ModelOKits

ModelOKits, PO Box 379, Sydney, NSW, 1700, (02) 97073390, 0404935663, http://www.modelokits.com &
sales@modelokits.com, shop open most Fridays between 10am to 1pm at Unit 4/61-71Rookwood Rd Yagoona
NSW 2199, have passed on the following news:

- 13 Class kits will arrive on 9/5/19. At the time of writing this they had not yet arrived however additional kits will
be available for sale after pre-orders have been supplied to those who placed orders. The 13 Class ready to run
models will commence arriving in late June.

- Minerva Manning Wardle K’s are now in stock and are priced at $495.
- MOK now stock scale ruler’s for 1:48 and 1:43.5 scales.
- The FS & BS kits will be available by the of end June.

<<<3 more rolling stock” to the “ the layout really does need some more rolling stock” basket and as such they are
far more likely to get some attention.

There is no “right” time to start running operations on your layout. If you wait till the layout is largely “complete” then
it’s likely it will never see use as an operating layout. And that would be a shame because operations put all your
hard work to use. | have my track mostly in place and enough rolling stock for one goods train and one (very short)
passenger train. Believe me, it will be enough.

Give operating a try, what have you got to lose?
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It's something we prefer not to think too much about but sooner or later all of us are going to head for that
big layout in the sky. When that happens, your wife, partner, child, relative or friend are very likely to have
the task of deciding what becomes of your model collection and/or layout if you have one. It is also very
likely that they will have little knowledge of what you have, the significance of some of the items or what their
value might be or how to dispose of them.

| am raising this because | recently heard the tale of a deceased modeller whose wife disposed of her late
husband’s collection of locos and rolling stock at prices significantly below their real value because she had
no idea what they were or what they might have been worth. There is no doubt that she had been taken
advantage of and this could have been prevented by a little forethought, documentation and advice.

| have actually been thinking of this for some time and hearing the above has motivated me to

create a record of my locomotives, rolling stock and more expensive equipment such as DCC gear. | am
keeping it very simple. Just a notebook in which | am recording the name of the item, number if applicable, a
brief description mentioning such things as manufacturer, scratch or kit built, purchase price (if you want
reveal this to your partner!!!) estimated value at the present time and any comments about the items rarity.
This estimated value may have to be revised from time time either up or down. This may seem onerous but
actually doesn’t take as long as you think, unless you have a huge collection of course.

Then you have to make sure that one or more of the people who are going to have to make use of this know
about it and where it is kept. Maybe where you have your will. You do have one don’t you? Perhaps you
could go through it with them and show them any particularly significant items and where they are kept. You
may also wish to specify that you want to leave a particular item to someone.

To make things easier at what will probably be a distressing time it would be a good idea to enlist the help of
a modelling friend that you know you can rely on and trust to be an advisor to the family and maybe even
help in the selling process. They are likely to have a network through which they can offer the items to others
most likely to be interested and make sure that the prices asked are realistic.

Doing the above is not something any of us are likely to approach with enthusiasm but if we are fortunate
enough to have enjoyed this great hobby, and no doubt put a lot of time and money into our collections, it
would be a pity to see them disposed of for less than true value.

Paul (Ed)

- '

Apologies for the lateness of this issue but once
again I have been scratching for enough material fo
fill it and it is only thanks to regular author John

' Parker and my asking Roger to document his
experience with the TRC that it is here now. My
thanks also to Bob Comeford and Peter Krause for
getting it over the line.

I have been offered only one article for the next
issue so if you have been considering writing
something now is the time to send it in.
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WARATAH |

" NODH. RATTAY COMPANY |

Fine Scale 1:43.5 (7mm) O Scale kits

- “TRC"WAGON KIT
m Kit Includes:

—
b - Etch Brass sides/Roof/detail components.

- Laser cut acrylic chassis,
- White metal bogies,

| 3D printed ends and detail components.
DEL RAI OMPANY__}
TR Available NOW!

Price: $275.00 per kit.

NSWGR
FS & BS CARRIAGE KITS

s g =
- g =
=

=
* =2%a g° o _o

ch Brass sides & detail components
- Laser cut acrylic chassis
- Single piece styrene roof

- 3D printed ends, bogies and detail components

Available End of June 2019
Price: $425.00 each.

NSWGR
RUB CARS

Available in individual passenger
cars or sets
Pilot models available for viewing

end of March 2019
Kits available: SFS, SBS, OFS/OBS,
RS, & PHS
Available by order only
Available Qtr 4 2019.
(Prices TBA)
ModelOKits are pleased to announce ;
We have taken over the On30/0n3 and O Scale product ranges W - Loksound V4 decoders $165
from “The Railcar” following the announcement by Paul and N > - Loksound L V4 decoders $230
Herna Ward that they are closing. We are also stocking a . .
number of ranges carried by the Railcar that will cover all - Other ESU accessories available
scales including: - Lokprogrammer,decoder testers,
Evergreen Plastics, K&S Metals, Mt Albert Lumber, Arttista Figures cabling, Powerpack (stay alives).

Clover House, Berkshire Valley, Builders in Scale, Grandt Line

oj[joj0]0
DTD ——— 0 0 Now in Stock

We are now stocking in our Yagoona showroom a range of modelling products including:

- Peco O Scale Track and Accessories - Slaters Plastikard sheetand strip - Proses tools, Jigs and rolling roads
- Micro Engineer Track and Accessories - K&S Metal - Range of Tools

-Testors & Tamiya paints, weathering products and materials - Evergreen plastic profiles - Noch and Faller Scenery Material
- MIG Paints and weathering products - Zap-a-gap glues - Badger Airbrushes

- Slaters Wheels, parts and Accessories. - Mininatur Scenery Materials -Woodlands Scenery Materials

- XuronTools - Mount Albert lumber - Kadee Couplers

-Tortoise Switch Motors

Visit our shop at Unit 4/61-71 Rookwood Rd Yagoona NSW 2199.
Visit our new website & online store at www.modelokits.com  Telephone: 0404 935 663 Email: sales@modelokits.com
Now incorporating the full range of Waratah MRC, O-Aust Kits & Model O Kits products
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DJH Modelloco UK D I H
- Fine Detailed Brass & White Metal Kits —

1:43.5 (7mm) O Scale kits MODELLOCO

ModelOkits are pleased to announce the production of the

NSWGR Z13 Class Tank Locomotive

In fine scale 7mm kits and Batch Build Ready-to-run by DJH.

- RTR locomotives are fully built/running/tested, Includes number plates , decals,
standard paint (black), working lights, 8 pin DCC interface (plug-in).

- Detail includes: slow running , real coal, detailed back head. Specific paint
requests will incur additional charges. - Minimum radius: 6

Delivery timings: Pilot Model Available for Viewing
Kits Available Now
RTR Available from June

Kit Price $1500 RTR Price $2750

- Order forms available from our website or call us to
order over the phone or we can post/email you an order form.

R g eiR NSWGR Z12 Class

—

.. Locomotive

s - RTR locomotives are fully built/running/tested, Includes number

i : i plates, decals, standard paint (black), working lights, 8 pin DCC

i interface (plug-in).

- Detail includes: slow running, real coal, detailed back head.
Specific paint requests will incur additional charges.

- Minimum radius: ¢

Available in 2020

Prices to be confirmed

&
i

NSWGR D59 Class
Locomotives

In fine scale 7mm kits and Batch Build Ready-to-run by DJH.

Minerva Mannmg Wardle K Class

Versions available: \

Black Lined Yellow/Red
Dark Red, lined Yellow
Deep Blue lined red/straw

These locos saw service on the NSWGR as = S - -
engines 292 & 293 under P(127) class i
(Later 532 &533)" on the Camden Tramway, Clyde - Carllngford Line and Private
Industrial Lines. If there is enough interest we may put together a conversion kit.

Kits and RTR loco available in either Oil Burning
or Coal Burning formats.

- RTR locomotives are fully built/running/tested, Includes numbers,

decals, standard paint (black), working lights, DCC interface (plug-in).
- Detail includes: slow running, real coal, detailed back head. Specific
paint requests will incur additional charges. - Minimum radius: 6’

Kit Price $1795 RTR Price $3700
- Order forms available from our website or call us to order

over the phone or we can post/email you an order form. Prices: DC-$495 DCC-$595 DCCSound-$725

Visit our Shop at Unit 4/61-71 Rookwood Rd Yagoona NSW 2199
or Visit us at www.modelokits.com Telephone: 0404 935 663 email: sales@modelokits.com
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